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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 

CHADDESLEY CORBETT PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 3 December 2018 

at Chaddesley Corbett Village Hall 

at 7.15 p.m.  

Present: Chairman Cllr W Mack, Cllrs Mrs P Pardoe, L Stockford, G Vernon, Mrs J Fox, M Page, D Thomas 
-  Clerk Mrs Y Scriven and members of the public 
          
The police did not attend but had submitted a report about criminal damage to an external light in the 
village.  Following enquiries it was revealed that the accident at Redcross had involved no personal 
injuries so the incident had not been investigated, and there were no reports of theft from the vehicle.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
1. APOLOGIES:   Cllrs S Williams, R Pugh, K Grigg  
2. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST (DPI): None 
 OTHER DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (ODI):  None 
 DISPENSATIONS – As before 
 
3. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: A resident of Fold Lane made representations regarding the inclusion 

of a site for development in Fold Lane in the District Council Local Plan.  Access to this site was 
via an unadopted footpath and was extremely dangerous due to parked vehicles in the village.  
Any development would bring extra cars and result in overdevelopment.  

 
4. MINUTES 
a) The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5 November 2018 were approved and signed 

by the Chairman. 
b) Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 5 November 2018 were approved. 

 
5. COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS:  
5.1 Chairman’s Report – The Chairman had participated in the WW1 commemoration 

events including laying a wreath at the war memorial.  He had also attended a site 
meeting with County Council representatives. 

 
5.2 District Councillors Report – District Cllr I Hardiman advised that 8 drop in sessions had 

been concluded on the draft Local Plan and residents had until 17 December to 
comment.  The proposals and responses would be submitted to the Secretary of State in 
July 2019.  The Planning Inspector would examine in public in the Autumn of 2019 and 
the potential adoption of the new Local Plan would be in Spring 2020.    

 
 Crown House, Kidderminster – Demolition had been put on hold as the tenant had 

pulled out of their agreement to demolish the building as they had successfully applied 
to the Valuation Office Agency to have Crown House taken off the Ratings List.  This 
meant that they no longer had to pay Business Rates – the District Council is challenging 
this as it believes that the building is economically viable for use. 

 
 The District Council continues to invest in property purchases, three so far, which is 

producing a net income of around £180,000, which will go back into supporting 
important local services for residents. 

 
5.3 County Council Report – Cllr M Hart had submitted an update report which included matters raised 

at a recent site visit.  The road surfaces in Dobes Lane and Harvington Hall Lane would be patched 
and the 30 mph sign on the road at Harvington would be reinstated.   Efforts were being made to 
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improve safety on the A448 at Winterfold by increased signage and possibly a skid resistant road 
surface.    Work continues on setting up a wholly owned company for Children’s Social Care in 
Worcestershire. 

 
6. CHADDESLEY CORBETT MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION OR DECISION 
6.1 Staffing and Finance 
6.1.1 Minutes of the Working Group meeting held on 19 November 2018 had been circulated and was 

approved. 
 
6.1.2 A draft budget for the year 2019-20 had been prepared, which included an annual allowance to 

cover capital expenditure projects, as indicated in the 5 year budget plan.  The budget would need 
to be modified when further information is received from the District Council.   This was approved. 

 
6.1.3 It was recommended that the hourly rate for the Lengthsman would be increased by 2% and grass 

cutting would remain with Oakleaf.  The Clerk would continue to be paid in accordance with 
approved Local Government Services rates.  This was approved 

 
6.2 World War 1 Commemorations – Cllr G Vernon gave a report on the events which took place and 

thanked all the various organisations for their enthusiasm and hard work which made every event 
very successful and well received by members of the public.  He also thanked members of the 
working group. Many letters had been received congratulating the Parish Council on organising 
these events.   The project had come in under budget at a cost of £1,241.   The memorial board was 
not yet complete but it was hoped that once the Faculty to install this in the church had been 
received, this would be completed for 11 November 2019.  Cllr Vernon expressed concern that a 
police van had been stationed on Briar Hill before the start of the church service, particularly if it 
was intended to monitor speeding at this time.  Cllr Mrs J Fox said this presence may have been as 
a result of an earlier incident in Drayton with a horse. 

 
6.3 Neighbourhood Plan Review – Minutes of a Working Group meeting held on 19 November had 

been circulated and were approved.  Cllr D Thomas reported that our review should now be 
started, with the aim of completion shortly after adoption of the updated District Council Local Plan 
in 2020, with a Referendum in January 2021. 

 
 Following receipt of the draft District Council Local Plan it was noted that a site in Fold Lane had 

been identified for development for 6 houses.  This was despite previous meetings with planners in 
January 2018 and May 2018 when the Parish Council had objected to including this site in the Local 
Plan because it would remove it from the Green Belt and make it available for development in the 
open market.   A review of the NP would identify suitable sites for affordable housing and would 
include a call for sites, and this site should be considered at that time, so it was disappointing that 
this request had been ignored.   It was agreed that a strong protest should be made in the 
consultation response which the working group was preparing. 

 
 A new working group was formed to include Cllrs Mrs J Fox, G Vernon, W Mack, D Thomas, L 

Stockford and other members would be invited to join as required. 
 
6.4 Allotments  - It was agreed that as a result of a recent rent increase, the rate for allotments would 

be increased to £30 for a full plot and £15 for a smaller plot, effective 1 January 2019. 
  
6.5 Correspondence – Letters had been received from the local Dementia Community Group, Dr 

Wilkie, Rev Hugh Burton and Friends of the Village regarding a potential extension of the current 
Care Café to include Social Prescribing – a new initiative to help people in the community with 
social problems such as loneliness, etc.   The initiative would require a permanent base for activities 
and storage of equipment etc and the old grammar school in the village had been identified as a 
suitable site.   There was general support for this initiative which would be considered further. 
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 Cllr G Vernon queried whether there was proof that the OGS was in fact owned by the Educational 
Trust and asked for confirmation to be supplied to the Parish Council.     

6.6 New Website – The website was now live and more content was required.  Efforts were still being 
made to find someone willing to act as co-ordinator for the website.   www.visitchaddesley.co.uk 

  
6.7 January Newsletter  - The content of the newsletter was discussed. 
 
6.8 Maintenance Work 
6.9.1 Lengthsman – Bob Twining had unfortunately tendered his resignation due to ill health.  A 

replacement would be sought. 
 
6.9.2 Work was being done on a regular basis to keep the village clear of leaves and debris. 
 
6.9.3 We now have a fully trained footpaths warden who had direct access to the County Council website 

to report problems. 
 
7 CONSULTATIONS   
7.1 Wyre Forest District Council Local Plan Review – Response to the consultation was being 

formulated by the NP Working Group.   www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/localplanreview 
 

8 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  - Worcs CALC AGM held on 14 November 2018 and was 
attended by the clerk.   The Chairman of Worcestershire County Council was the guest 
speaker and he indicated that there should be greater co-operation between Parish and 
Town Councils and County Council officers. 

 
9. CLERKS REPORT  

 Miss K Robbins had resigned from the Parish Council for personal reasons. 

 A survey of grit bins would be undertaken and a bag of salt had been ordered.  Still waiting for 
replacement grit bin at entrance to Hemming Way. 

 Electricity Poles – Compensation was only available to private individuals. 

 Pull in outside Forge Cottage, on A450 Harvington – Proposal to restrict this area to buses only.  No 
objections but request access for bus shelter and notice boards. 
 

10   FINANCIAL REPORT 
10.1   The Clerk presented a schedule of payments and receipts for November 2018 which was 

approved.    
10.2   The Bank Reconciliation for November was approved. 
  
   PAYMENTS 

Name Purpose Amount VAT Total 

CC Village Hall Room Hire   60.00  60.00 

CC Village Hall Dementia Café 15.00  15.00 

Y L Scriven Net Salary 757.67  757.67 

Y L Scriven Sky Broadband and telephone 2 months 57.95  57.95 

Don Robbins Work on burial ground 100.00  100.00 

Bob Twining Lengthsman  75.00  75.00 

Geoffrey Holding Waste Bins  120.00  120.00 

AAT Annual Subscription 151.00  151.00 

Eurosigns New Sign for Harvington 55.87 11.17 67.04 

J Parker Daffodil Bulbs 230.00 46.00 276.00 

 Total Payments 1,622.49 57.17 1,679.66 

 
11.     Next Meeting to be held on Monday 7 January 2019 at 7:15 p.m.   

 


